When the world

went gray, wonder
looked down.




Some mornings
arrived already
drained.

Eli made comics
about impossible
things.

The world kept
explaining them away.
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Gray was starting
to feel fatal.
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The file was

supposed to be
too blurry to matter.
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Eli watched
it again.

Maybe the
missing details
were the detail.

A drone swarm

looked like parts

pretending to be
a body.

This looked like
light remembering
a man.




Mara tried to protect
him with ordinary
answers.

Drone swarm.
Compression artifact.
Hoax. Weather.
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Every explanation

made the sky smaller.




That night, Eli
went where the city
could not crowd
the sky.

The watcher
did not attack.

It did not
descend to
save him.

That was
enough.




He stopped
begging the world
to agree first.

Wonder became
a shape his hand
could follow.
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The comic did
not prove
the video.

It proved he was
still alive enough
to answer it.




Publishing felt
like stepping into
weather.

Some readers still
chose the smallest
answer.

Some stayed with
the page longer.

Eli did not need
to win a trial.




Wonder did not
make the world
less real.

It made reality
less hungry.

One person
looked up.

" Then anothelt. |




